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N E W S L E T T E R

THE FIJI Women’s Crisis Centre plans to
open a branch in Rakiraki to meet the
need for support services for women and

children in the area.
A three-day workshop on gender-based

violence was held in the town in November.
Organised by the FWCC and the

Department of Women,the workshop was held
during the 16 Days of Activism Against Violence
Against Women.

FWCC Coordinator Shamima Ali and
Department of Women’s Salote Malo facilitated
the workshop.

There were other speakers from the police
force, the Social Welfare Department and the
Legal Aid Commission.

The workshop followed the Male Advocacy
Training held earlier in 2007 in Ba,which provided
a catalyst for more gender sensitivity workshops
in that part of western Viti Levu.

Following the Rakiraki workshop, a
committee was set up to examine the feasibility

of setting up a branch in the area to deal with
issues relating to women and children.

Rakiraki,a town whose livelihood depends on
the declining sugar industry and partly on the gold
mining industry in neighbouring Vatukoula, was
thrust into the news in 2005 with the revelation

that Dip Chand,a fisherman from Naria had
kidnapped and murdered three sisters.

The case shocked the country, because
Chand was a supposed friend of the girls’ family
and had initially been helping police with their
investigation.

He was jailed for life for the sisters’ death –
the first time a murder trial was held in Fiji
without a body being found, thanks to DNA
testing.

The year before Chand was also sentenced
to 20 years for raping three other girls from the
same settlement over a period of years.He faces
a retrial in early 2008 for those rapes.

Despite not yet being officially launched,the
Ra Women’s Crisis Centre made its mark at the
World Human Rights Day march through Ba

Town on December 1,with a large banner.
Among other things,the new centre will deal

with issues of sexual abuse, sometimes prevalent
in rural areas but whose victims don’t usually
report it.

Protest
on coup
anniversary 
ON THE first anniv ersar y of the 2006
militar y coup on December 5, staff of the
Fiji Women’ s Crisis Centr e were joined b y
their sisters fr om the Fiji Women’ s Rights
Movement in a silent pr otest.

Dr essed in black, the pr otesters stood
on the walkwa y into the FWCC
headquar ters in Suva to mark their
disappr oval of the militar y-led r egime and
its vie w of human rights.

In comments r epor ted b y The Fiji
Times, Shamima said: “The human rights
of people ar e still being violated and the
promises made to the people ha ve still not
eventuated with nepotism being seen in
the interim administration. ”

The centr e believes the situation f or
women has deteriorated both sociall y and
economicall y since December 5, 2006. A
study on the impact of the coup on
women and childr en is underwa y. Some of the FWCC and FWRM staff who took part in a silent protest on December 5, 2007.

Participants of the three -day gender-based violence
workshop in R akiraki.

New centre for Rakiraki
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OCTOBER
l 1st - A man was warned by the court
not to assault his wife again after the
charge against him was withdrawn
because the couple had reconciled.
l 1st - A man was bound over for 12
months after he admitted to a charge of
indecent assault in August on a woman
who was in a shoe shop in Suva.
l 4th – A teacher of Ratu Kadavulevu
School was charged with the assault of a
19-year-old after allegations of corporal
punishment at the school surfaced.
l 10th – A man was arrested in
connection with the defilement of a 12-
year-old girl on Rabi Island. He was taken
to Savusavu Police Station for questioning.
l 30th – A man denied abducting a 14-
year-old girl who was on her way to
school. The girl was forced into a van,
prosecutors said.
NO VEMBER 
l 3rd - A villager in the northern division
was jailed for two years for defiling and
impregnating a 13-year-old.
l 3rd - A who punched his
wife was bound over for 12
months.
l 4th – A post-mortem
examination confirmed
that Fiji-born Australian
woman Ashika Lata
McCartney, 29, was
strangled. Her body was
found in bushes in Pacific
Harbour.
l 13th - Police were
investigating a rape in
Bau, Tailevu. Police said
they had questioned a
suspect and released him.
l 14th - A court allowed a man who
admitted abducting an underage girl to
marry her when she completed her
education and reached the legal age.
l 20th - Police were investigating the rape
of a 58-year-old woman in Nadi. The
woman was raped in her home after the
attacker entered and threatened the
occupants.
l 21st - Police were investigating the rape
of a 22-year-old woman of Nadi. The
woman was waiting for her transport
along the road side when she was
assaulted and raped.
l 22nd - A man was jailed
for six years for sexually
assaulting his wife. The 43-
year-old pleaded guilty
before Magistrate Alofa
Seruvatu to two counts of
unnatural offences. 
DECEMBER
l 4th - A man who allegedly
used a foreign object twice
on his wife during sex
despite her protests was
charged with two counts of
criminal intimidation and two
counts of indecently

annoying a female.
l 4th - Police were investigating the rape
of a seven-year-old girl in Navua. The girl
was abducted from her home while she
was asleep with her siblings, and raped.
l 4th - A man who struck his 39-year-old
wife with a knife was being sought by
police. She was admitted in hospital after
sustaining serious injuries.
l 7th - A tertiary student pleaded guilty in
the Magistrates Court to the rape of a

member of the national netball
team. The rape was alleged to
have occurred at a party on
November 20 at Pacific Harbour
when the netball rep was asleep.
l 7th - A 56- six-year old man
who indecently assaulted his
four-year-old niece has pleaded
guilty. On December 2, the

victim asked the accused for 20
cents and the man told her to
follow him to his house where he

indecently assaulted her.
l 7th - Two men were convicted
in the Suva Magistrates Court for
twice raping a woman on the

same night in June 2006.
l 8th - A man pleaded not guilty to acting
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm
to his 38-year-old wife.
l 8th - A man pleaded guilty to defiling a
teenage girl in the Ba Magistrates Court.
The offence happened several times
between August 1 and November 4 when
the complainant was alone in the house.
l 11th - A 34-year-old man appeared in
the Suva court charged with raping a four-
year-old girl. He was granted bail on the
condition that he move out of the area.

l 19th - A 13-year-old
boy allegedly raped a
four-year-old girl after he
invited her home to have
lunch. The toddler was
admitted for four days at
the Vunisea Hospital on
Kadavu. 
l 27th - Police were
expected to charge four

people in connection with
the assault and rape of a
23-year-old woman in

Verata Village, Tailevu.
l AND MORE
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Calendar of CrimesViolence
obstacle
to CEDAW
VIOLENCE AGAINST women remains an
obstacle to fully implementing the Convention
on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW) in Fiji and other
Pacific countries.

The issue was highlighted at a CEDAW
workshop in Port Vila,Vanuatu in November, at
which the Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre was
represented by its legal officer Tevita Seruilumi.

CEDAW defines what constitutes unfair
treatment of women and sets up an agenda for
national action to end such discrimination.

The three-day workshop was attended by
government and NGO representatives from Fiji,
Cook Islands,Samoa and Vanuatu and looked at
ways that those countries could put into action
the suggestions of the CEDAW Committee.

Countries that have ratified CEDAW are
legally bound to put the provisions of the
convention in place and are also required to
submit reports on measures they have taken to
comply with their treaty obligations.

The four countries at the workshop have
ratified CEDAW and submitted its reports.

Tevita,who was the youngest participant at
the workshop, was part of the Young Women’s
Forum discussion on issues affecting young
women and the girl child.

Countries were given an opportunity to
address major issues affecting the women of
their countries.The Fiji delegation concluded
that the major issues were violence against
women,equal opportunities in employment and
voting rights.The Fiji contingent unanimously
agreed that the major issue that affected women
grossly was violence against women,and this was
also the major issue highlighted by the other
countries.

On behalf of the Fiji delegation,Tevita spoke
of how violence in all forms was still common in
homes.

He told of how women are regularly treated
differently by the law and of the attitudes of law
enforcement agencies and the lack of gender
sensitivity.

Better collaboration is still urgently needed
between health care providers,the police and
the prosecution when dealing with sexual
violence cases,Tevita said.Such cases need to be
handled with great sensitivity, especially by the
magistrates and judges handling the case.

Courts should take into account,not only
the grave danger perpetrators pose to society,
but also the emotional,psychological and physical
life-long effects of violence on survivors.

Suggestions from Tevita’s presentation were
included in the final recommendations of the
three-day CEDAW conference.

KILLER FACT
In Fiji 41 per cent of

women who experienced
violence reported being hit

while pregnant.
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THE BA Women’s Crisis Centre
organized a march through Ba Town
on World Human Rights Day,
December 1.

Joined by colleagues from Suva,
Nadi and Rakiraki,the marchers were
addressed by Mayor Praveen Bala.

The march also marked the end
of the 16 Days of Activism Against
Violence Against Women.

In his address, Mr Bala said
violence against women took on a
dismaying variety of forms, from
domestic abuse and rape to child
marriages and female circumcision.

“All are violations of the most
fundamental human rights,” Mr Bala
said.

Mr Bala said the meaning of
gender and sexuality and the balance
of power between women and men at
all levels of society must be reviewed.

“Combating violence against
women requires challenging the way
that gender roles and power relations
are articulated in society.

“We should all work together in
raising awareness of the issue of
violence against women, and
educating boys and men to view
women as valuable partners in life.

“The development of a society
and in the attainment of its peace is
just as equally important as taking
legal steps to protect women’s human
rights.”

Part of the 150- odd crowd which turned out for the W orld Human Rights Day march in Ba on December 1, 2007.

Ba women march for human rights

Human rights a ward
THE FIJIWomen’s Crisis Centre has won an award for advancing
human rights.

FWCC was second runner up in the 7th Pacific Human Rights
Awards presented by the Pacific Regional Rights Resource Team
(RRRT).The award was presented in Suva on World Human Rights
Day on December 10,2007.

The citation by RRRT praised the FWCC for “bravery and
courage in the face of threats and intimidation,for protecting and
defending the rights of Fijian citizens,specifically the rights of women
and children from violence and oppression,as well as being a leading
advocacy organisation for democracy and justice for all.” 

FWCC Coordinator Shamima Ali receives the human rights award from
UNDP Resident Representative Richard Dictus.

‘The Trinas’ volunteer
WHILE MOST of their peers were
enjoying their end of year holiday, two
University of the South Pacific students
spent their time volunteering at the Fiji
Women’s Crisis Centre.

Patrina Fong, 21, is on her final
semester for a BSc in biology and
psychology. Leotrina Macomber, 20, is a
third year law student based in Port Vila.

Patrina, who participated in the
Emerging Leaders Forum at the Fiji
Women’s Rights Movement, said that
program encouraged her to become
involved in women’s rights.

Leotrina says her interest in human
rights, and particularly women's rights,
would be developed further by a stint at
FWCC. She says it is laying the foundation
for a future career in human rights law.

“It encourages me to speak out for
those who don’t have a voice for
themselves,” says Leotrina.

Patrina Fong and Leotrina
Macomber
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Labasa workshop
raises awareness
AN INTER-AGENCY workshop attended by stakeholders working in the
area of violence against women was held in Labasa in December.

Organised by the Labasa Women’s Crisis Centre, the workshop was
attended by four women and nine men.

Representatives from the police force, judiciary, court registry, Pacific
Children’s Program,mental health sector, advisory counsellors,justices of
the peace and the Salvation Army attended.

The workshop, facilitated by branch project officer Sera Bogitini,was
aimed at finding better ways for stakeholders to work together so that
tackling violence against women became more effective.

At the end of the workshop, stakeholders agreed to strengthen
networking,hold monthly meetings,and keep each other updated on the
progress of their work.

It was also agreed that visits to communities would be coordinated
among the agencies so that they presented a united front.

All the participants will also undergo training to sensitise them to issues
relating to violence against women.

NAME: Tevita
Seruilumi
POSITION: Legal
Officer, FWCC

One of only two
males employed
full-time by
FWCC, Tevita was admitted to the
bar in August 2007. He worked as
a legal intern at the Regional
Rights Resources Team and
believes his keen interest in
human rights law can be
advanced working on women’s
and children’s rights at the centre.

NAME: Maloni Tamani
POSITION: Driver

Working here has
made me realise
what women face
in society and
helped me learn
how to treat
women with
respect. Working at
FWCC has given

me confidence in dealing with
people who need help with their
problems.

Staff profile COMMUNITYEDUCATION

l Suva - Seminar on violence against women
l Savusavu - Gender training for police officers
l Ba - Community education in Namosau,
Varavu (child abuse),open day, march on
International Human Rights Day
l Kadavu - Community education 
l Nadi - Panel discussion,domestic violence
workshop for single mothers and street kids;
Community education with Nawaka women's
group, Navoci Village, and Vatukarasa Village
l Rakiraki - Community education on child
abuse, community education for women leaders
on gender-based violence
l Labasa - Community education with the
Natua Women’s Group, open day

16 Days of
Activism

NO VEMBER
l Koronubu P rimary School
- Child abuse
l Tagore P rimary School -
Child abuse
l Ratu Filimoni Memorial
School - Child abuse
l Namosau Mission - Child
abuse
l Rakiraki District School -
Child abuse, domestic violence,
16 Days of Activism
l Labasa branch - Panel
discussion with Ministry of
Women on gender, women's
rights, human rights, domestic
violence, child sexual abuse,
rape, role of the centre
l Labasa branch - Male
Advocacy Training 
l Nasegai Village - Domestic
violence, role of the centre
l Solovola Village -
Domestic violence, role of the
centre
l Nasegai District School -

Domestic violence, role of the
centre
l Cevai Village - Domestic
violence, role of the centre
l Ravitaki Village - Domestic
violence, role of the centre
l Burelevu-i- cake Village -
Domestic violence, role of the
centre 
l Muani Village - Domestic
violence, role of the centre
l Nasalia Village - Domestic
violence, role of the centre
l Wailevu Village - Domestic
violence, role of the centre
l Nadi Civic Centre - Role of
the centre 
l Fiji School of Medicine -
Gender-based violence in the
Pacific
l Fiji Police - Gender, domestic
violence, rape, child sexual
abuse
l Rakiraki W omen - Gender,
domestic violence, rape, child
sexual abuse

DECEMBER
l FTA and FTU - Gender,
CEDAW, advocacy and
lobbying
l Solodamu Village -
Domestic violence, role of the
centre
l Namalata Village -
Domestic violence, role of the
centre
l Namuana Village -
Domestic violence, role of the
centre
l Mokoisa Village - Domestic
violence, role of the centre 
l Natua Mahila Mandal -
Role of the centre, domestic
violence, rape
l Labasa Fire Station - Role
of the centre, domestic violence,
White Ribbon Campaign
l Savusavu Fire Station -
Role of the centre, domestic
violence, White Ribbon
Campaign
l Rokovuaka Village, Ba -
Domestic violence, rape, child
abuse, role of the centre

Participants in the inter-agency workshop in Labasa.

Mr Ted Mann, US Deputy Chief of Mission (3rd from left) with police officers who took part in the gender
training in Savusavu during the 16 Days of Activism Against Violence Against W omen.


