ONEN' CR

NEWSLETTER

DECEMBER 2007

New centre for Rakiraki

E FIJI Womens Crisis Cente plans to
open a branch in Rakiraki to meet th
need br suppott services 6r women and

children in the aea.

A three-dg workshop on gendebased
violence was held in the ten in November

Organised § the FWCC and the
Department ofWomen,the workshop was held
during the 16 Dgs ofActivismAgains¥iolence
AgainstWomen.

FWCC Coordinator ShamimaAli and
Depatment of Womens Salote Malo facilitate
the workshop

There were other speakrs from the police

that Dip Chand,a fsherman fom Naria had
kidngped and rardered three sisters.

The case sho@d the county, because
Chand was a supposed friend of the girls’ famil
and had initial been helping police with their
investigation.

He was jaileddr life for the sisters’ death —
the first time a nurder trial was held in Fiji
without a body beingdund, thanks to DNA
testing.

The year bebre Chand was also sentenced
to 20 years or raping thee other girls fom the
same settlementver a period of yarsHe faces

a retrial in eary 2008 6r those rgpes.

force, the SociaWelfae Depatment and the Participants of the three -day gender-based violence
workshop in R akiraki.

LegalAid Commission.
The workshop bllowed the MaleAdvocacy
Training held earlier in 2007 in Behich povided
a catayst or more gender sensitivity arkshops
in that pat of westernViti Levu.
Following the Rakiraki wrkshop a
committee was set up to examine thedsibility

Pioted
on cou
annivesaly

ON THE first anniv ersary of the 2006
militar y coup on December 5, staff of the
Fiji Women’s Crisis Centr e were joined by
their sisters fr om the Fiji Women’s Rights
Movement in a silent pr otest.

Dressed in black, the pr otesters stood
on the walkway into the FWCC
headquarters in Suva to mark their
disapproval of the militar y-led regime and
its view of human rights.

In comments r eported by The Fiji
Times, Shamima said: “The human rights
of people ar e still being violated and the
promises made to the people ha ve still not
eventuated with nepotism being seen in
the interim administration. "

The centr e believes the situation f or
women has deteriorated both sociall y and
economicall y since December 5, 2006. A
study on the impact of the coup on
women and childr en is underway.

of setting up a branch in the e& to deal with
issues elating to vomen and childzn.

Rakirakia town whose lielihood depends on

the declining sugar industand patly on the gld
mining industy in neighbouring/atuloula, was
thrust into the news in 2005 with the eelation

Despite not et being ofitialy launchedhe
RaWomens Crisis Cente made its mark at the
World Human Rights Da march through Ba

Town on December 1with a large banner

Among other thingghe new centre will deal
with issues of sexual abys®metimes pevalent
in rural aeas but whose victims ddnusualy
report it.
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Some of the FWCC and FWRM staff who took part in a silent protest on December 5, 2007.
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Violence

obstacle
to CEDAW

VIOLENCE AGAINST women remains an
obstacle to fulf implementing the Corention
on the Elimination of albfms of Discrimination
AgainstWomen (CEMAW) in Fiji and other
Pacifc countries.

The issue was highlighted at a CBD
workshop in Prt VilaVaruatu in November at
which the FijiWomens Crisis Cente was
represented ¥ its legal of€er Tevita Seruilumi.

CEDAW defines what constitutes unfair
treatment of vomen and sets up an agenda f
national action to end such discrimination.

The three-dg workshop was attended yb
goernment and NGO epresentaties fom Fiji,
Cook IslandsSamoa antfaruatu and lookd at
ways that those countries could put into action
the suggestions of the CEW Committee.

Countries that hae ratiied CEDAW are
legay bound to put the povisions of the
convention in place and aralso equired to
submit eports on measues they hae talen to
comply with their treaty obligations.

The Pur countries at the werkshop hae
ratified CEDAW and submitted its eports.

Tevita,who was the pungest paicipant at
the workshop was pat of the YoungWomens$
Forum discussion on issues edfing yung
women and the girl child.

Countries were gien an oppotunity to
address major issues effting the vomen of

women's crisis centr e

their countries.The Fiji delegation concluded Harbour.

that the major issues &re violence against
women,equal oppotunities in emplgment and
voting rights.The Fiji contingent unanimoysl
ageed that the major issue that affted women
grossy was violence againsbwen,and this was
also the major issue highlighted lthe other
countries.

On behalf of the Fiji delegatiofevita spole
of how violence in alldrms was still common in
homes.

He told of how women ae regulary treated
differently by the lav and of the attitudes of &

enbrcement agencies and the lack of gender@ttacker entered and threatened the

sensitivity
Better collaboration is still urgentineeded
between health ca providers,the police and

Calendar

OCTOBER

I 1st - A man was warned by the court
not to assault his wife again after the
charge against him was withdrawn
because the couple had reconciled.

I 1st - A man was bound over for 12
months after he admitted to a charge of

indecent assault in August on a woman

who was in a shoe shop in Suva.
4th — A teacher of Ratu Kdavulevu

School was charged with the assault of a

19-year-old after allegations of corporal
punishment at the school surfaced.
I 10th — A man was arrested in
connection with the defilement of a 12-
year-old girl on Rabi Island. He was taken
to Savusavu Blice Station for questioning
I 30th — A man denied abducting a 14-
year-old girl who was on her way to
school. The girl was forced into a van,
prosecutors said.

OVEMBER
I 3rd - A villager in the northern division
was jailed for two years for defiling and
impregnating a 13-year-old.
I 3rd - A who punched his
wife was bound over for 12
months.
| 4th — A postmortem
examination confirmed
that HFiji-born Australian
woman Ashika Llata
McCartney, 29, was
strangled. Her body was
found in bushes in Racific

13th - Police were
investigating a rape in
Bau, Tailevu. Police said
they had questioned a
suspect and released him.
| 14th - A court allowed a man who
admitted abducting an underage girl to

marry her when she completed her

education and reached the legal age.

I 20th - Police were investigating the rape

of a 58-year-old woman in Nadi. The
woman was raped in her home after the

occupants.

| 21st - Police were investigating the rape

of a 22-year-old woman of Nadi. The

the prosecution when dealing with sexual Woman was waiting for her transport

violence case%evita saidSuch cases need to be @long the road side when she was

handled with geat sensitivityespeciall by the
magistrates and judges handling the case

Courts should tak into accountnot only
the grare danger perpetrators pose to society
but also the emotionapsychological and ghkical
life-long efécts of violence on swivors.

Suggestions dm Tevitas presentation vere
included in the ihal rcommendations of the
three-dg CEDAW conference

KILLER ACT

In Fiji 41 per cent of
women who experienced
violence reported being hit
while pregnant.

assaulted and raped.

I 22nd - A man was jailed
for six years for sexually
assaulting his wife. The 43-
year-old pleaded guilty
before Magistrate Alofa
Seruvatu to two counts of
unnatural offences.
DECEMBER

| 4th - A man who allegedly
used a foreign object twice
on his wife during sex
despite her protests was
charged with two counts of
criminal intimidation and two
counts of indecently
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annoying a female.
I 4th - Police were investigating the rape
of a seven-yearold girl in Navua. The girl
was abducted from her home while she
was asleep with her siblings, and raped.
| 4th - A man who struck his 39-year-old
wife with a knife was being sought by
police. She was admitted in hospital after
sustaining serious injuries.
I 7th - A tertiary student pleaded guilty in
the Magistrates Court to the rape of a
member of the national netball
team. The rape was alleged to
have occurred at a party on
November 20 at Pacific Harbour
when the netball rep was asleep.
I 7th - A 56-sixyear old man
who indecently assaulted his
four-year-old niece has pleaded
guilty. On December 2, the
victim asked the accused for 20
cents and the man told her to
follow him to his house where he
indecently assaulted her
I 7th - Two men were convicted
in the Suva Magistrates Court for
twice raping a woman on the
same night in June 2006.
I 8th - A man pleaded not guilty to acting
with intent to cause grievous bodily harm
to his 38-year-old wife.
I 8th - A man pleaded guilty to defiling a
teenage girl in the Ba Magistrates Court.
The offence happened several times
between August 1 and November 4 when
the complainant was alone in the house.
I 11th - A 34-year-old man appeared in
the Suva court charged with raping a four
year-old girl. He was granted bail on the
condition that he move out of the area.
I 19th - A 13-year-old
boy allegedly raped a
four-year-old girl after he
invited her home to have
lunch. The toddler was
admitted for four days at
the Munisea Hospital on
Kadavu.
I 27th - Police were
expected to charge four
people in connection with
the assault and rape of a
23-year-old woman in
Verata Village, Tailevu.
| AND MORE




fiji women’s crisis centre

]

Part of the 150- odd crowd which turned out for the W

orld Human Rights Day march in Ba on December 1, 2007.

Ba women n@r br human right:

THE BA Women$ Crisis Cente
organized a mah through Balown
on World Human Rights Da
December 1.

Dined ty colleagues ém Suva,
Nadi and Rakirakihe machers were
addressed g Major Praveen Bala.

The mach also markd the end
of the 16 Dgs of Activism Against
ViolenceAgainstWomen.

In his adress, Mr Bala said
violence against @men took on a
dismging variety of drms, from
domestic abuse and pa to child “The development of a society
mariages anddmale cicumcision. and in the attainment of its peace is

“All are violations of the most just as equall important as taking
fundamental human rightdMir Bala legal steps to mtect womens human

Mr Bala said the meaning of
gender and sexuality and the balance
of power between women and men at
all leels of society rast be eviewed.

“Combating violence against
women requires challenging the wa
that gender oles and puwver relations
are atticulated in society

“We should all wrk together in
raising wareness of the issue of
violence against @men, and
educating bgs and men to vie
women as valuable paers in lie.

said.

rights’

‘The Tinas’ volunteer

Patrina Fong and Leotrina
Macomber

WHILE MOST of their peers wvere
enjoying their end of gar holidg, two
Uniwersity of the South Padif students
spent their time wlunteering at the Fiji
Womens Crisis Cente.

Patrina Bng, 21, is on her inal
semester &r a BSc in biolog and
psycholog. Leotrina Macomber20, is a
third year lav student based ind?t Vila.

Patrina, who patticipated in the
Emerging Leaders olum at the Fiji
Womens Rights Meement, said that
program encouraged her to become
involved in womens rights.

Leotrina sgs her inteest in human
rights, and paticulary women's rights,
would be deeloped futher by a stint at
FWCC. She sgs it is lging the dundation
for a future caeer in human rights Va

“It encourages me to speak oubrf
those who dont hawe a \wice fr

FWCC Coordinator Shamima Ali receives the human rights award from
UNDP Resident Representative Richard Dictus.

Human rights a ward

THE FIJWomens$ Crisis Cente has ven an avard for advancing
human rights.

FWCC was second runner up in the 7th Paciluman Rights
Awards presented l the Paci€ Regional Rights Res@erTeam
(RRR).The avard was pesented in Suva dWworld Human Rights
Day on December 102007.

The citation ly RRR praised the FWCC dr “bravery and
courage in the face of teats and intimidatiorfor protecting and
defending the rights of Fijian citizespeciically the rights of vomen
and childen from violence and opgssionas vell as being a leading
adwcacy organisatiorof democracy and justicef all”

themseles; says Leotrina.



fiji

Labasa workshop
raises awareness

AN INTER-AGENCY workshop attended ¥ staleholders vorking in the
area of violence againstomen was held in Labasa in December

Organised lp the Labas&/omens Crisis Cente, the workshop was
attended ly four women and nine men.

Repesentaties fiom the police érce, judiciary, court registry, Paciic
Childrens Pogram,mental health sectgadvisoy counsellorsjustices of
the peace and the Salvatinmy attended.

The workshop facilitated ly branch poject oficer Sera Bogitinivas
aimed at ihding better wgs br stakeholders to work together so that
tackling violence againsbmen became mar efective.

At the end of the workshop staleholders ageed to stengthen
networking, hold monthly meetingsand leep each other updated on the

progress of their vork.

It was also agred that visits to commnities would be coodinated
among the agencies so that thpresented a united @nt.
All the patticipants will also undemtraining to sensitise them to issues

relating to violence againsiomen.

Staff profile

NAME: Tevita
Seruilumi
POSITION: Legal
Officer, FWCC

One of only two
males employed
full-time by
FWCC, evita was admitted to the
bar in August 2007. He worked as
a legal intern at the Regional
Rights Resources éam and
believes his keen interest in
human rights law can be
advanced working on women's
and children’s rights at the centre.

NAME : Maloni Tamani
POSITION: Driver

Working here has
made me realise
what women face
in society and
helped me learn
how to treat
women with
respect. Working at
FWCC has given
me confidence in dealing with
people who need help with their
problems.

women's crisis centr e

Participants in the inter-agency workshop in Labasa.

COMMUNITYEDUCAION

NO VEMBER Domestic violence, role of the DECEMBER

' Koronubu P rimary School  centre ' FTA and FTU - Gender

- Child abuse ' Cevai Village - Domestic CEDAW,  advocacy and
' Tagore Primary School -  violence, role of the centre lobbying _

Child abuse ' Ravitaki Village - Domestic SO'?damlf Vlllagle f th

' Ratu Filimoni Memorial violence, role of the centre canpestic violence, role of the

School - Child abuse

' Burelevu-i- cake Village - " Namalata Village -
' Namosau Mission -

Domestic violence, role of the pomestic violence, role of the
abuse centre centre

" Rakiraki District School - ' Muani Village - Domestic ' Namuana Village -
Child abuse, domestic violence, violence, role of the centre Domestic violence, role of the
16 Days ofActivism ' Nasalia Village - Domestic centre .

' Labasa branch - Panel violence, role of the centre Mokoisa Village -  Domestic
discussion with Ministry of ' Wailevu Village - Domestic I\/l?\ller;ce, Kﬁ'%.?f trl\]/le cgn}re
Women on genderwomen's violence, role of the centre Rolea uo"’} th?a Igentr%n gor-nestic
rights, human rights, domestic' Nadi Civic Centre - Role of \;i5ience rape '

violence, child sexual abuse,the centre !

b . ' Labasa Fire Station - Role
rape, role of the centre Fiji School of Medicine - of the centre, domestic violence,

Child

' Labasa branch - Male Gendetbased violence in the White Ribbon Campaign
AdvocacyTraining Pacific ' Savusavu Fire Station -
' Nasegai Village - Domestic ' Fiji Police - Genderdomestic Role of the centre, domestic

White Ribbon

violence, role of the centre

' Solovola Village -
Domestic violence, role of the ' Rakiraki W omen - Gender
centre domestic violence, rape, child
' Nasegai District School - sexual abuse

violence, rape, child sexual \C/:Iolenc_e,

ampaign
abuse ' Rokovuaka Village, Ba -

Domestic violence, rape, child
abuse, role of the centre

16 Days of
Activism

| Suva - Seminar on violence againsomen

| Savusavu - Gender trainingdr police offcers

| Ba - Community education in Namosau,
Varavu (child abuse)open dg, march on
International Human Rights Pa

| Kadavu - Community education

I Nadi - Panel discussiomomestic violence
workshop br single mothers and stet kids;
Community education with Naaka women's
group, NavociVillageandVatukarasillage

I Rakiraki - Community education on child
abusecommunity educationdr women leaders
on gendethased violence

| Labasa - Community education with the
NatuaWomens Group, open dg

Mr Ted Mann, US Deputy Chief of Mission (3rd from left) with police officers who took part in the gender
training in Savusavu during the 16 Days of Activism Against Violence Against W omen.



