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KupWomen ér Race codinator May KinileftandAgnes Sil in the wmih they FWCC Codinator Shamimali eceives the humaights aard fom UNDP

wear duing tibal conflictyith Salawale,cente,of Fiji.

Network members get human rights avards

TWO MEMBERS of the Pacit Womens
Network Against Violence Against Women
member hge won human rights wards br
their work.

Kup Women br Peace based in the
highlands of Raia Nev Guinea von the main
avard in the Paci€ Regional Rights Resaer
Team$ (RRR) 7th Pacit Human Rights
Awards held onWorld Human Rights Da
December 10.

The Fiji Womens Crisis Cente was
second runner up

Kup Women br Peace was hailedf its
“outstanding verk in situations of conflicfor

The avards were presented ly UNDP
resident epresentatie Richad Dictus in Suva.

Dictus told the gathering thatespecting
and potecting each othes rights is a
collective responsibility Dictus said it was
important to keep a global acus on the
declaration of human rights.

Resident Reggentative Riad Dictus

We salute

you

Tribal ighting in ecent yars has also
severely damaged delopment in the aga.
Tribal ighting has been agiolem in the egion
since the 1970s.

In 1999 howe\er, the scale of theighting
was nuch worse than pevious years.Mary
people vere killed,entire villages wre burnt

“We need to speak out as and when anddown, women were raped, children and the

ewry time they (breach of human rights)
occur We need to speak outwe need to
address issues of human rights ane meed to
do this contiruousy.

“We need to potect those that ve love.
The human cost and losses ddie expressed

its intrepid dedication to the cause of peace inin words.Human rights is so diéult to obtain

the highlands of Paa Nev Guinea anddr its
bravery in challenging discriminagocustoms
and norms,including widesmgad violence
against wmen'.

The FijWomens Crisis Cente,which was
nominated ly three NGOs,was cited dr its
“bravery and courage in the face of gats
and intimidationfor protecting and defnding
the rights of Fiji citizenspeciicaly the rights
of women and childen from violence and
oppressionas vell as being a leading adacy
organisationdr democracy and justicef all”

The other winners vere Disability
Promotion & AdvocacyAssociation iVaruatu
(1st runner up) and Paaif Counselling and
Social Serices in Fiji (3 runner up).

but it is so easy to loskDictus said.

RRRA receied 21 aplications dr the
avards — seen from Fiji and 14 fsmVaruatu,
Samoa, Federated States of Mionesia,
SolomonsPNG and Fench Rlynesia.

Kup Women br Peace founded in 1999,
work to address issues of tribalghting and
violence against emen and to build peace
among tribal gsups in the PNG Highlands.

The Kup district is a comparately
undeeloped aea in Simbu Pwince in the
rugged highlandalthough cofée is the major
cash-cop, poor roads and mant
infrastructue male it dificult for people to
get their poduce out to marlets and so
incomes ae low.

elderly were attacled.

Women fiom four rival tribal goups in
Kup came togetherdilowing this deastating
brealout of violence anddrmed the goup,
Kup Women br Peace with the intention of
Downim heay belong all mamadducing the
sorrow of the mothers) ly putting a stop to
tribal war and pomoting peaceful
development.

The next time ighting boke out, the
women decided to walk out onto the
battlefeld. They spent two weeks camping on
the battlefeld using a loudhailer to cathrfa
truce and stged in the villages of the wang
factions talking about peace and the possibility
of self-led peaceful gelopment.

The Kup Women br Peace hee been
successful in pmoting peace in ¥p. Reople
can nav move freely between tribes and the
town and tribal ifghting has ende@ihe women
have also encouraged a sense of self-help and
civic pride among the comumity.

(Additional information: Oxfam NZ)



PROMOTING AND defending vemens rights is
often a thankless taska the Paci€, organisations
working in the aea of violence againstomen face
challenges such asgistance to changaostility -

and,not leastfunding.

So it is a welcome change when amens
organisations & recognised with wards. In this
issug we featur two members of the Padif
Womens Network on Violence AgainstWomen
who won human rights\wsards br their work.

The RRR Pacit Human Right®wards ae
one such genue of recognition that helps boost the
morale and cedibility of womens gioups struggling
to male a diférence in the lies of women and
children throughout the egion.

We congratulate Kp Women br Peace of
Paua Nev Guinea which wn the main ward. The
FijiwWomens Crisis Cente was second runner up

editorial

We also congratulate the other runners up on their
achieement - Disability Rimotion & Adwocacy
Association invaruatu and Paddf Counselling and
Social Serices in Fiji.

The work against violence againsbmen and
children never ends|n this issue w report a range
of issues facing amens rights adecates in the
Paciic. The*breadwinner argument” was debated at
a conérence or judicial offcers, illustrating the
resistance Y some stakholders to imprison men
corvicted of violence against their \es.

The case irAustralia whee nine males ere
let off without a jail sentencef the gang rpe of a
10-yearold girl shavs up this institutional

resistance to harsh sentences that still persist in the

Pacifc. Samasoni Malaulau of the Hadffevention

of DomesticViolence Pogramme characterises this
when he states that changing the mindsets of police
forces in the egion in hav they view and deal with
domestic violence will mbaby tale a generation.

The persistent violence was also raised at a
CEDAW meeting in Varuatu, where it was
acknavledged that gendebased violence in
whatever form still poses an obstacle to full
eliminating discrimination againsbmven.

We have our work cut out for us.But with all
the negatie news,there is hope gt that change is
hgppening.From New Caledonia to Hevaii, from
the Solomons to PNGinstitutions and individuals
are stepping up their effts to change the wa
women and childen ae treatedThat's a star And
it must be commended.

In solidarity, Shamima

Somare laments violence against women

VIOLENCE AGAINST women has become a
cancer in Ppua Nev Guinea societyPrime
Minister Michael Somartold parliament in
November

Launching a debate on the issudir
Michael said the pblem was due to a
callousness that had been afted to gow and
fester in the county.

He called on MPs to serioyshdiress the
problem and combat thédisgraceful bullies”
who beat their wies, other women and
children.

The debate was inesponse to a petition
presented to parliament last monthyb
Community Development Minister Caol Kidu
demanding the @ernment act to stop
violence against@men.

The petition of moe than 10,000
signatues was spadd by recent horific
attacks on vemen highlighted in the local
media.

The @vernment had intoduced
legislation to potect women and childen but
if police and justice agencies did notack
the lavs then women and childen would
continue to sufér, he said.

“I am sick and tied of hearing about V&
enforcing agents’ contiral response that
these ae domestic issues or an issue betn
relatives to be soted out outside of police
stations and cous”

economic deelopment in those comamities.

“Another very worrying and eal
emergency is the tdure and killing of people
accused of witchcraft and swery) Dame
Kidu said.

More women than men died in such
attackssome of which were linked to fear and
stigma surounding people with HIV/AIDS.

The traditional practice of pgbany could
also lead to violence because of changing

Sir Michael said that as PNG society lefttimes and attitudeshe said.

some traditional values behind itust adopt
the positie values of theWest, not the
negatie ones as it ppeaed to be doingHe
urged MPs to war a white ribbon on
November 25 to obsewe the United Nations
International Dy for Elimination ofViolence
AgainstWomen.

Dame Caol Kidu,a ormer Queenslander
who is PNGS onl female MRold the house
that PNG was ging through rgid changes

Sir Michael said PNG was a society inleading to social akdavn and poper

transition and st come up with solutions to
new social poblems causedyomodernisation,
urbanisation and the adoption diNestern
ways.

Rarticipants at the PN@uitting

Ali, Tahi in PNG

SHAMIMA ALI from FWCC and Maril yn Tahi from Vanuatu
Women's Centre were invited by World Vision to car ry out
training in P apua New Guinea in No vember .

Some 25 participants including World Vision staff,
women'’s advocates and workers from other organisations

attended the training in P ort Mor esby.

The training in volved gender sensitivity , violence against

women and human rights.

management picesses wre needed in oder
to arrest it.

Tribal ighting in may rural aeas was still
common, she said,destroying social and

“I know of one woman seving a jail
sentence dr murder because she Kkilled
another woman her husband bught home as
his third wife.”

Dame Kidu said she was alswaae of
cases of girls who committed suicide to
escpe from debt-bondagedfced mariages.

It was perhas time the gvernment
consideed legislation against dain
traditional customsshe said.

Opposition Leader Meke Morauta said
the government nust come up with moe
powerful lavs to prevent violence against
women.

(Source:Pacnews)

Defending the defenders

IN RECENT years acoss the egion ve hae witnessed various
conflicts and upheals that hee highlighted the ark of human rights
defendersThe prevailing climate in crisis-pne countries often means
human rights deinders ae exposed to riskd hese risks margét itself
in various wgs - some obvious and others moimsidious.

An example is the summoning of Fifomens Rights Meement
executiwe director Virisila Buadsmo by a Coutt of Appeal judggealong
with the editor of the Fiji Surto explain a nws story that quoted
Virisila in Ebruary 2008 discussing th@pointment of dstice dcelynne

training

Appealsaid Edwina.

From FWCCSs perspectie, sgs deputy coodinator Edwina
Kotoisuvaijt is a clear example of intimidation thugh aérmal process.
Virisila had made statements similar to those maglether groups and
individualsyet she was singled out anddarght bebre the Coutt of

She said it was evrying that while the ma obvious violations of
human rights had deeasedthere was the“insidious use ofdrmal
processes to victimise and intimidate those who speak dsitle said

Virisilas summoning to codrwas an attempt tdput this young woman

in her place”.

As human rights dehderswe must remain vigilant in also guking

against our rights being tak avay from under us.



Breadwinner argument under scrutiny

A PROMINENT human rights layer has
questioned the consistency of the wiein

which judges and magistrates accepted the

“breadwinner” argument in domestic violence

cases but not in caseorf other criminal
offences.

Imrana Jalahe Regional Rights Resacer
Team (RRR) human rights advisanade the

obsewvation at a meeting in Brisbane in
December at which Padfisland judges and
the

magistrates  debated = whether
“breadwinner” husband argument wasand

reason in domestic violence cases not to

imprison husbands who beat their @i
Domestic violence in the Paicifs an issue
that comes badre the couts on a dajf basis
and in December judicial afers gatheed to
discuss the topic
“It is common br parties to plead to the

Human ights lawer and women'sghts advocate

Imiana Jalal.

court to not pass prison sentences on than one occasionthe same paies again

domestic violence cases arguing that thecome to the cout with the issue and the same

perpetrator is the beadwinner of the
household, a judicial ofter at the meeting
said.

“A few months laterand often on moe

‘breadwinner pled’.
The judicial ofters consideed the

compromising the ellbeing of their families.
One viev was that the beadwinner is crucial
to the famiy unit.

On the other handdomestic violence is
prevalent in Padif island societies and the
“breadwinner” argument did little to lessen
the rate of domestic violence

Howeer, another paticipant asseed he
would contirue to talke a lenient pproachAs
he sav it, no less than the swival of the famyi
unit was at sta. If a custodial sentence was
avarded it would split the famyl, he said.

Jalalwho facilitated the sessiomueried
that view saing families ar split all the time
when judges and magistrateswaded
custodial sentencesif ordinary crimes.

Jalal suggested this indicated the unequal
status of vomen in Padif Islands society and
bebre the lav.

Topics discussed also includecomens
rights under CEBW, Paciit Island countries’
Bill of RightsUnited Nations human rights
corventions and standds and their

dilemma of passing sentences to deteraoplication to domestic la and policy

perpetrators of domestic violence while not

(Source:RRRT)

Major change needed with police

TRULY CHANGING the
mindsets of policedices
in the Pacit in hav they
view violence agains
women will pobaby take
generation.

Thats the assessmer
of Inspector Samasor]
Malaulau, the regional
coordinator of the Paci€
Prevention of Domestic
Violence Pogramme

Malaulau was in Fiji i
Februaly for a UNIFEM

are Samoa,Kiribati, Tonga,
Cook Islands and/aruatu. It

also has a msence in what it
calls “link countries”: Tuvalu,

Nauru, Solomon Islands
(through RAMSI), Tokelau,
Niue and PNG.

This year PPD/P will be
extending its each to Nev
Caledoniawhere it hopes to
examine the Fench teritor y's
systems dr dealing with
domestic violence

Among the activities

cgpacity buildin
workshop br regiona
NGOs working on issuesalating to violence
against wmen.

9 ;
| Inspector Samasoni Malaulau

planneddr the first half of this
year is a training of trainers’
workshop in dne in the Cook Islands.

The PPIVP funded ly NZAID, was

“It's such a big issue changing the attitudeestablished irpril 2006 with the suppar of

with the police brces.Itll probaby take a
generational changjesays MalaulatiThe had
part is the attitude changdut wete planting
seeds, says Malaulau of the PRP
programme which is setting @ its roots in
countries acoss the Padif.

The programme works at diferent levels
in each of the Padif countries in which it has
a presence

The programmes main 6cus countries

the Pacit Islands Chiefs ofofice with the
ambitious gal of making dsak Pacit free
from domestic violence”.

Malaulau is hopeful of the ultimate success

of the PPI¥YP because of what he bekés is a
growing rumber of brward-thinking leaders
within the various policedices.

“In a lot of the Paci€ forces ve can see
some ‘ery good leaders who & emerging,
and thas encouraging.

In Samoa, 46 percent of
women have been abused iy
their partner

Pregnant women
win lawsuit

THE US Equal Emplgment Oppotunity
Commission announced thénél settlement of
its pregnancy discrimination suit against Rifu
Appael Corp.,Kyungseung (Saipan) lffoong In
(Saipanjnc. and L& ppael Corporation.

The EEOG case alleged that RiAppasel
and thiee afiliated manfactuers violatedéderal
lav by refusing to enew the emplyment
contracts of émale garment arkers because of
their pregnancies.

Pregnancy discrimination violat€gle VII of
the Civil Rightsct of 1964,as amendedbthe
Pregnancy Discriminatiofct.

The cout-approved consent deaes oder
the four marufactuers to py a total of
US$120,000 to sen women claimantsBesides
the monetay relief, the four-year decees
require policy kevisions,training of supevisors,
and monitoring i the EEOC

“Whether on the mainland or on an island,
pregnancy discrimination stek families when
they are at their most vulnerable said Annay.
Park, regional attorng for the EEOCS Los
Angeles District Offe, which osersees the
Northern MarianasThe EEOC will contine to
vigorously enbrce the lavs that piotect women
from this kind of discriminatioh.

Timothy Rieradirector of the EEOG Local
Office in Honolulusaid‘The EEOC contines to
receie cases alleging ggnancy discrimination
against emplers in the CNML.It's important
that emploers ae proactive in ensuring that
pregnant emplgees ae not targeted ér non-
reneval, discharge or other drms of
discriminatiori.

The EEOC ertrces &deral lavs prohibiting
employment discrimination, including
discrimination on the basis of segender or
pregnancy

(Source:Marianas Variety)



Police oftes who attended the MaevocacWorkshop in Savusalawn, A Mart though Baiovnwestern Figirganisedytthe FijVomers Cisis Cengr
to mark International Human Rights Day in December

notthern Fiji dimg the 16 Days campaign.

\anuatiWomers Ceng trustee John Liu at the @ntpen day ding the 16 A silent mtest in bldcat the FijMomers Cisis Cengrheadquaers in Suva o

Days oActivisnAgains¥iolencAgainstvomen.

VIOLENCE AGAINST women remains an
obstacle to fulf implementing the Carention
on the Elimination of all ofms of
DiscriminationAgainstWomen (CERAW) in
Fiji and other Padif countries.

The issue was highlighted at a GB®D
workshop in Prt VilaVaruatu in Noremberat
which the Fijiwomens Crisis Cente was
represented ly its legal ofter Tevita
Seruilumi.

NOE O LIBRARIA
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confusion that esulted fom four
successive eors in our publication
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the frst annivesary of the 2006 militgrcoup in December

Violence still obstacle to CEDW

In attendance at the wrkshop was
CEDAW chairmoman Dubraka Simonuei?,
who called on gvernments and NGOs to
work together to adiress discrimination
against wmen.

CEDAW defines what constitutes unfair
treatment of vomen and sets up an agenda f
national action to end such discrimination.

The three-dy workshop was attendedyb
government and NGO epresentaties fom
Fiji, Cook Islands,Samoa and/aruatu and
12oked at was that those countries could put
into action the suggestions of the CBWY
Committee

Countries that hse ratiied CEDAW are
legal}y bound to put the povisions of the
convention in place and aralso equired to
submit leports on measwes they hae taken
to comply with their treaty obligations.

The bur countries at the warkshop hae
ratified CEDAW and submitted its eports.

Tevita was par of the Young Womens
Forum discussion on issues effing yung
women and the girl child.

Countries were given an oppotunity to
address major issues affting the vomen of

women, equal oppotunities in emplgment
and \oting rights. The Fiji contingent
unanimousl ageed that the major issue that
afected women gossy was violence against
women, and this was also the major issue
highlighted ¥ the other countries.

On behalf of the Fiji delegatiofigvita
spole of how violence in alldrms was still
common in homes.

He told of how women ae regulary
treated diférently by the lav and of the
attitudes of lav enorcement agencies and the
lack of gender sensitivity

Better collaboration is still urgentl
needed betwen health ca providers, the
police and the ppsecution when dealing with
sexual violence caséfvita said.Such cases
need to be handled with gat sensitivity
especiajl by the magistrates and judges
handling the case

Courts should tak into accountnot only
the grave danger perpetrators pose to society
but also the emotionalpsychological and
physical lié-long efécts of violence on
suvivors.

Suggestions dm Tevitas presentation

their countriesThe Fiji delegation concluded were included in theifial ecommendations of

that the major issues @re violence against

the three-dy CEDAW conference



Se traffickers jailed

THE TWO ringleaders of a mstitution
racket in American Samoa ke been
sentenced to ife years in jail g a £deral
court in Hawaii fr their roles in 6rcing
women into postitution inAmerican Samoa.

ShengjWang and Fu Shengu& Shengji
Wang and Fu Shengué both Chinese
nationalsyere sentenced in earlJanary.

Shengji was jailedrf62 monthswhile Fu
received 63 months imprisonment and will be
deported after sewing their sentences.

Both deéndants peviousy pleaded guilty
to one count of conspiracy to violate the civil
rights of their victims.

Shengji and Fualong with seeral co-
defendantspperated a scheme toecruit and
import Chinese vomen and hold them in
prostitution in nightclubs and bthels in
American Samoa.

Upon arival, the victims, who were
unpaidwere denied access to their passp®r
and eturn airline ticlets,and vere denied the
opportunity to leave until they had paid off
increasing debts.

“Sex traffcking is a heinous crime that
ruins lives and obs victims of their dignify
said Grace Chung Beek Acting Assistant
Attorney-General  6r the Jistice
Department's Civil Rights Division.

“The Depatment of distice will work

tirelessy to rescue victims of human
trafficking and enser that those who engage
in this deplorable conduct ar brought to
justice”

Five debndants hee pleaded guilty in this
caselnApril 2007 fwo co-deendantsKueiling
Chen and Lili Zhanglso Chinese nationals,
pleaded guilty to conspiracy to transpgor
women in breign commete or purposes of
prostitution, based on their oles in the same
scheme

In August 2007, lona Uiagalelei,of
American Samoapleaded guilty to using
intimidation and theats to persuade
witnesses to povide false testimon during
the human traftking ivestigation.

In September 200Zhang was sentenced
to 11 months imprisonment and the years
of supewised eleaseand Chen to six months
imprisonment and thee years of superised
release Uiagalelei was scheduled to be
sentenced in Haaii in eary Janary as vell.

In the last seen fscal wars,the Civil
Rights Divisionjn conjunction with the US
Attorneys' Offces, has inceased B neary
seven-bld the rumber of human traitking
cases ifed in cout as compaed to the
previous seen fscal wars, the Jdistice
Department said.

(Source:Pacific Magazine via Pacnews)

Minister pledges
to tackle violenceg

THE SOLOMON Islands Minister ofr
Women Youth and Childens Affairs,Peter
Tom has admitted his counyis
gowernment has peviousy not been
committed to reducing violence against
women.

In contrast, Mr Tom gae a stong
commitment on Ebruay 11, 2008 in
Honiara to work diligenty towards tackling
the issue which he said wgs evalent” but
which had been igned for too long.

“It is also one issue thatevhare alvays
sidelined simgl due to negligence on our
part to address such issues head "ohjr
Tom said.

He was speaking at the 1st Regional
Project Advisory Committee Meeting dr
SPG GenderBasedViolence and Child
Abuse Poject in Micionesia and
Melanesia.

Mr Tom said*We do indeed he a
very important task ahead of ugve will
not choose to ignoe this task becauserf
mary victims of violence and abuse
violence is their wrld. Violence shads
them.Violence grips thenViolence shpes
the way they see the wrld. Violence
determines their destip

(Source:SPC)

NGO gets gender policy help

SHAMIMA ALI of the Fijiwomens$ Crisis
Centre and Helen Haéna of Leitana Nehan
Womens DevelopmentAgency vere invited
to address gender equality and gender issues
for a major PNG organisation in Jary
2008.

They were invited by Robet Igara,the
chief excutie of the PNG Sustainable
Development Pogram Limited to vark with
staff to derelop gender policieof PNGSDP
and its subsidiaries andagjects.

The initiatie follows the PNGSDB’
concern about violence againstomen in
the county and its associated
developmental costs.

“This is a geat achigement br the
Paciic Network AgainstViolence Against
Women because if organisations elik
PNGSDP canecognise the impdance of
gender sensitivity it sets the standarbr
other organisations to dllow suit] sas
Shamima.

The central function of PNG Sustainable
Development Pogram (PNGSDP) Limited is
to promote sustainable delopment in
Western Povince and Raua Newv Guinea
more generall. The compawg belieres it can
male a valuable contribution tlugh
suppott for sustainable income-generating
activities inWestern Povince and in rural
Pgua Nev Guinea.

The deelopment of policies included

PNGSDP staff discuss a poimglargnder equality workshop.

workshops with PNGSDP staff on gender
avareness,in which the 40 paicipants -
mostly men - enthusiasticgltook part.

The outcome of the wrkshop was that
a gender audit wuld be conducted to help
frame gender policie®f PNGSDP

“The policies should include suppirg
victims as wll as dealing with perpetrators
within the organisatioh Shamima se.

She will be eturning to conduct a
follow-up session.

In a separate ®nt, Shamima and Helen
spole to about 30 male leaders — media
people accountants,former politicians.
Shamima ga a liely discussion on violence

against wmen and gender equality ensued.

Also during Shaming&’PNG visit,she
met with patners World Vision in Brt
Moresly. World Vision is planning a male
adwcacy vorkshop br their male staff later
in the year

Shamima and Helen also met with the
Coalition Pbr Change a gouping of
professional PNG wmen who want to see
real change in the status ofomen and an
end to violence againstamen.

The coalition wants to learn ém
FWCCS5s experience on the dynamics of
violence and h& invited Shamima to
address them when sheeturns to PNG.



Sister Rosenyapf the Daughterof our Lady of the

Women'sights advocates who attended the Capacity Bidlitstgpp in BposalvVriting in Suva.

Saced Hear in Kiibati tales notes ding the workshop.

Suva hosts proposal writing workshop

A UNIFEM workshop br regional NGOs
aimed at impoving poposal-writing skills was
held in Suva indbruary.

Some 29 people attended the eightyda
Capacity BuildingWorkshop in Poposal
Writing.

The workshop bcused on hav NGOs
should write poposals to seek fundingrf
their activities fom the UN Elimination of
ViolenceAgainstWomenTrust Fund.

The workshop was a joint initiates of
UNIFEM Padif and the Fijwomen$ Crisis
Centre,the secetariat of the Padif Network
AgainsWViolenceAgainstWomen.

The purpose of the wrkshop was to
assist organisations whichveademonstrated
commitment to working on the elimination of
violence against emen to impove their
project design,monitoring and poposal-
writing skills so thg are in a better position to
respond to futue UN ENAW Trust Fund calls
and inceasingl able to access fundingoin
other donors br their work.

UNIFEM administers the UN BW Trust
Fundwhich aims to suppdmational regional
and international actiongicluding those tadn

AWID to discuss movement power

THE 11TH AWID International Brum on
Women$ Rights and Delopment will be
held fom November 14-172008.

Up to 1500 womens rights leaders and
activists fom around the world will converge
on Cae Town, South Africa r the
conkerence which will the them&he power

internationaly to effectively advance the
rights of women.

The International &rum on Womens
Rights and Deelopment is both a coefence
and a call to actionThe largest ecuring
ewent of its kind,the AWID Forum brings
together womens rights leaders and activists
of movements. from around the world every three years to

The Association ér Women$ Rights in strategisenetwork, celebratg and learn in a
Development is an international membership highy charged atmospherthat bsters deep
organisation that wrks to strengthen the discussions and sustained personal and
voice, impact and influence ofamens rights  professional grwth.
adwcates, organisations and nvements (Source:www.awid.org)

by governments and NGOs to eliminate
gendesbased violence

Since thdrust Fund was establishagry
few proposals hee been eceied from Pacit
island countries.

The workshop was aimed atvercoming
this lack of god proposals fom the region ly
ensuring paicipants ae able to meet the
rigorous requirements set out B the UN
EVAW Trust Fund.

Fev organisations he been able to
attract the long-term funding and consistent
core suppot necessay to build institutional
capacity to eféctively adiress violence against
women,and this verkshop hopes to change
that.

Only eleven
countries have
met the UN
target of 0
percent female
decision-
makers

Halena o

APWLD bat

HELEN HAKENA of Leitana Nehan
Womens DevelopmentAgency in Bougaiiile

has been ppointed to the boad of the Asia
Pacifc Forum on Women, Lav and

Development (APWLD) epresenting the
Paciic. The other Pacit representaties ae

Edwina Ktoisuva of the FijiWomens Crisis
Centre and Virisila Buadsmo of the Fiji
Womens Rights Meement.




Aust shocked at gang rape terms

AUSTRALIAN PRIME Minister Kevin Rudi
was among those who exgssed outrage at
the non-custodial sentences handedadoto
nine malesdr the gang rpe of a 10-garold
girl in farnorth Queensland.

Mr Rudl in December said he was
“horrified” at the case which wolved six
juveniles and thee adults.

“I'm disgusted andpgpalled ly the reports
that Ive seen ..on this cas¢ Mr Rudd said.

The crime hapened in 2006 at the
indigenoug\urukun comnunity on CaeYork.

The prosecutor in the case Ste Catter,
53,came under attack when it wasvealed he
told the Cairns District Cout the Aurukun
gang rpe was'consensual in a general sense”
and recommend the rpists not face prison
time.

District Court Judge Sarah Bradle

complied and did not ecord corvictions
against the jwniles while the adults eve
gien suspended prison sentences.

Howe\er, Mr Carter has claimed he was
simpy following the diections of his superiors
and sgs he has been made sacriicial lamb”
by the state gvernment.

Mr Carter resigned fom the Cairns ofte
of the Director of Public Pwsecutions on
Jawary 4 ahead of a deadline to shacause
why he should not be disciplined.

He stated work as a dednce lavyer with
the Aboriginal legal seice in Cairns.

Appeals against the non-custodiakrey
lodged on December 10.

Attorney-General Krry Shine eceived
advice fom the DPP that ppeals should be
lodged against the sentencesjich dew the
outrage of Mr Rud among others.

Appeals were lodged with the Cour of
Appealalong with an pplication to hae the
normal period of time dér an gpeal
extended.

Mr Shine has also dered a eview into
sentences in all sexual assault cases in far
north Queensland eer the past tvo yearsto
ensue they were meeting commnity
expectations.

“I am truly horrified by the cicumstances
of these ofénces, Mr Shine said.

“The lav should be consistent in its
applicationwhether it be inAurukun or (the
Brisbane suburb) Cjdeld”

Also under scrutiy is the pocess that led
to prosecutors not aleting Mr Shine
depatment to the sentenceswhich would
have alloved him to gpeal earlier

(Source:AAP)

Noumea deports paedophile:

POLICE IN New Caledonia in late December
deported one moe Australian citizen — the
fourth in two months — with a histoy of
paedophilia.

The 43-garold Australian touristwhose
name was not disclosedyas arested on
December 30 while on a stoper in the
French teritory's caital Nouméa,aboad
Sydng-based cruise liner PaciDawvn.

This was the second eest of a passenger
on Pacit Davn in a month.

French police said the had acted on
intelligence eceived from their Australian
federal counterpas.

In this casethe individual was classifl as
“high risk of eiteration” since he had been
sentenced to 18 months in jail in MeSouth
Wales in 2004.

He was dund guilty of distributing pictes

containing paedophilia and indecent assault on

minors.

After his arest on December 30he was
kept in custody and depted the same da
back to Brisbane

The Pacit Dawn typicaly transpotts some
2000 passengerisicluding some 200 chilen.

It is pat of a fleet operated » P&O
Cruises that egulary tours the Paci€ islands,
including Nev Caledoniayaruatu and Fiji.

The December 30 aest brings todur the
number ofAustralian citizens with a histgrof
paedophilia depded since October 2007.

All were arested aboat Australia-based
cruise liners touring the Paitfislands.

In mid-November 2007,two Australians

from Rerth, aged 40 and 42yere arested as
Paciic Davn was stopping eer in New
Caledonis caital Nouméa. They were
deported to Australia on the next \ilable
flight.

In late October 2007,French police in
New Caledonia awested the iist Australian
citizen with a histoy of paedophilia.

The 43-garold mechanical engineerofn
Brisbane was a passenger albaruise liner
Paciic Star which regulary depats from
Sydng to visit New Caledonia,as vell as
several other Paci€ islands.

New Caledonia Border Rolice head Mario
Banner told local media at the time thatdfich
police in Nev Caledonia and the\ustralian
Federal Rlice hae been exchanging
information and intelligence egading the
whereabouts of the suspects.

As pat of the process,they also shar
information of individuals with a criminal past
(including paedophilia) who pose a risk ef r
offending.

Meanwhilealso aboai the Pacit Stara
46-yearold tourist from New Zealand was
found with bruises and in a state of shock on
New Years Ee at about 4am while theessel
was in the Lgalty Islands gup.

The shigs skipper called ench police dér
help after the r@e occured onboad hours
bebre the stoposer.

The victim said aAustralian passenger had

raped her while she was sleeping in her

cabin.
(Source:Oceania Flash)

Rights for females
with disabilities

MORE THAN 30 staleholders fom the
Paciic, including FWCC eseach oficer
Shaon Khelavan, attended a meeting in
November aimed at advancing the rights of
women and girls with disabilities.

The meeting,organised § the United
Nations Development Pogramme (UNDP)
Pacit Centre and the Seetariat of the
Paciic Comnunity brought together people
from gvernments, civil society womens
groups and deelopment patners from acioss
the region.

Delegates at the Fiji meetingeve asled
to agree on the contents of aaport into the
rights of women and girls with disabilitietye
for release eaylin 2008lt aims to help policy
and lavmalers understand the challenges yhe
face

(Source:Pacnews)

Lani attends training in Tirkey

FWCC RESEARCH officer Lanieta Mata
natabu was one of 31 pacipants who
attended training atAWID Institute on
Challenging and  Resisting
Fundamentalisms in Istanbiultkey from the
November 18-212007.

Organised and fundedytthe Association
for Women$ Rights in Deelopment (AVID)
the institute povided an oppatunity for the
participants fom amound the world to shae
their experiences on hw religious

fundamentalists @rk and gow. “It was a
unique experiencaye gt to understand the
struggles of wmen activists wrking within a

Religiougundamentalist structa, said Lani.

Since eligion plgs a vital ole in
influencing people's belief systeths, training
provided an oppatunity to discuss eéfctive
strategies to adecate and challenge
fundamentalist mijects, and brainstorm
strategies that could be usedybyoung
women.



Dok Byios .l FIIWOMENS CRISIS CENTRE

Negotiating Culture: Intersections of Culture
and Violence Against Wmen in Asia Rcific

IN ORDER to be successful inengage in a “cultural
upholding uniersal valuesjn negtiation” whereby the
particular the principle that no positie elements of our
custom, tradition, or religious cultures ae emphasizedwhile
consideration can bewoked to the oppressie elements in
justify violence againstomen,t culture-based discourses @r
is necessar to address and denystiied. Emerging fim a
understand the pocess of regional consultation bewen
legitimisation that cultural NGOs in theAsia-Padif region
discourses dictateThis report and the UN Special Rporteur
challenges us to systematigallonViolenceAgainsiVomen this
consultation primari
evaluates the linkages beten
culture and violations of
women,s human rights in the
Asia Padif region. It names
women as agents of culter
rather than meely subjects of
cultural norms and systems
and oférs strategies dr
addressing harmful cultural
paradigms $ engaging with
international, state, and non-
state actors.2006.82 pages.
ISBN 974-94992-2-0NE845.
www.womenink.org

SAl... to be free

THERE AREmary instances in Paicifmythology where the paver and
strength of a vemans spirit is illustrated-his work is a depiction of one
of these legends told to usybour grandmothers to emind us of our
power as women and our right to be fre.

The Rotuman legend of Lilitadiland Lalatavaktalks about the
planned killing of aoung bride ly her fathefin-lav but her elder sister
who comes in the drm of a big white bid rescues herAs she
transbrms into a topical bid she dllows her elder sister and thefly
avay togetherfree from persecutionThis legend talks about thele of
the famiy and their potection of young women,it also talks about the
power of women and the spirituality that tlyehold.

As an elder sister gself,t is a legend thataminds me too of m
love and esponsibility to m younger sisterspot only those in ny
immediate famyl but to those yung women that | come into contact
daiy in my work - young women who look to me ér leadership
inspiration and motivation.

For those women who tale on leadership positionsyho have

influence and pwer, whether it is in the commnity, in the home
in the chuch or at work, this work
is for me a reminder of the
responsibility that w hae to
stand up protect and empaver
those who come into our ca.
This work is one in a series of
10 works dedicated to the wrk of
the Fijiwomens Crisis Cente and
the diference that thg male in
the lives of the vomen who hae
come into their cae.
For we as Pacific
women, we have the
power to give each
other wings,
Wings... to take
flight, Wings... to
find peace. Sai...
to be fee
- Letila Mitchell

APPLIATIONGRM BR REGIAN TRAININGIERAMME

Postal Address: .......... ...
Type of training desired:  ............ ... .. L.
[ ] Training by attachment (4 weeks)

:] Short course (3 weeks)

Sending organisation: . ...

Postal Address: . ...t

Applicant’s position in organisation: .......................
Endorsed by: 1. Name: .......... ...
Position: ... .. ..o
2.Name: ...
Position: ... .
Sponsoring organisation: ...
CONtAC PEFSON: ...t v v et et et

AdAress: ...

List any equirements of traineeegading health, diet, language etc|
Please attach one page summaith moe details of your work and
interest in working on violence against women, include brief
statement on your position on wongenghts.

Yes, | would like to subscribe to the Regional Newsletter

(O 4issues (1year) (O 8issues (2years) (O 12 issues (3 years)

Payment details: | enclose my bankdraft for $...........ccccooeivirnns
made payable to FWCC

This subscription form is only for those outside the South Pacific region a
for postage and handling.
Cost: US$30.00 per year
Post to:  Fiji Womens Crisis Centre
POBox 12882, Suva, Fiji
Email:  fwcc@connect.com.fj

nd is



